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	1
	Methods:The sample size of HbSS patients is 100, however under patient recruitment the authors stated only 60. There is a need for harmonisation


	The study sample size was 100 HbAA and HbSS respectively. The statement of “60” was that the monthly attendance records of the SCD clinic showed that there were 110 children with SCD attending the clinic out of wish children aged 5 – 12 years are just 60 in number. This 60 was the monthly attendance used for the determination of the study duration and not for the study sample size
	5

	
	Discussion: The last line of the 2nd paragraph on page 13 is not clear 
	Has been rewritten in a clearer form
	10-12
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	General: The title should be modified to indicate the location of study
	Suggested modification have been effected
	1

	
	Abstract: The highlighted corrections should be effected. (b) Change spirometry to...spirometric compared....were compared (c) Write PEFR, FVC and FEV1 in full on page 1, followed by the abbreviations since they are appearing for the first time.
	Suggested changes in the abstract have been done



	1

	
	Introduction: The disorder affects 2-3 % of newborns,  not 2-3% of all Nigerians.
	Corrections effected
	2

	
	Methods: (a) Change subjects to.....children (page 3) (b) Change was to....were. (c) Page 4: change are to....were, have to  .....had (d) Page 5: shows......showed, Patient. ....patients (e) Page 6: sought.....obtained, Centrimide. ...cetrimide, day use......day's use. (f) Page 7: 

Spirometry test: were. ...Spirometric tests were.

Spare battery is....spare battery was

Mouthpieces are...Mouthpieces were

encourages. ....encouraged.

The authors should provide a reference for their decision to select the highest of the best three readings of the spirometric parameters, rather than the average of the best three.
	All suggested corrections in the methods have been done
	3-8; 13

	
	Results: (a) P value is not indicated in table 1. (b) delete the word 'study' wherever it appeared before the word 'subjects'
	p-value have been provided in Table I in addition study have been deleted wherever it appeared before the word subjects
	(a)16  (b)3-8

	
	Discussion: Comparisons made between the present findings and previous reports were not explained. The authors claimed that the data was corrected for race before analysis, but this fact as well as the method of correction was not mentioned at all in the methodology. 
	It was mentioned in the methodology that predicted FEV1, PEFR, FVC, and FEV1/FVC values, using formulae obtained for normal Nigerian Children were compared to observed values.
	7; 12

	
	Limitations : The authors claimed that predicted standards of lung function indices for children in the subregion are not available, but in the methodology section  (page 7)they stated that "predicted FVC, etc were obtained using formulae generated for normal Nigerian children". Indeed, they quoted a suitable reference. The authors should clear this apparent contradiction
	. It is not a national reference value, presently there were no accepted national reference values. The quoted values were local values from South West of Nigeria.
	12

	3
	
	
	

	
	General: Although the design and the objectives were clear, the study was really not adding new information/ knowledge to the existing one about the subject matter. To be able to do this, the authors must clearly state how this study will better help in understanding SCD pathophysiology. The level of the author's proficiency in spirometry should also be clearly stated. 
	The author was not well proficient in doing spirometry hence as stated in the methodology the spirometry were done after receiving training at the chest clinic where spirometry is regularly done under the supervision of chest physician.
	2-3; 6

	
	Introduction: (a) Not rich with international, regional and local perspectives.  (b) The gap in knowledge that the study proposed to fill was not obvious. (c) The authors should clarify how this study will contribute to understanding the pathophysiology of SCD as stated in the concluding part of the introduction.  "A study of lung function in children with sickle cell anaemia is desirable for elucidating the pathophysiology of the disease"
	Suggested changes in the introduction have been done
	2-3

	
	Method: Was approval OBTAINED for the study as there is a difference between seeking and obtaining approval.
	Corrections done
	5


